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Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-

ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND BRUCE 
MIROGLIO 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
THOMPSON) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to pay special 
recognition to our guest chaplain, Dea-
con Bruce Miroglio. 

Deacon Miroglio serves in The St. 
Helena Catholic Church, my church in 
my hometown. It is where I was bap-
tized, received my First Communion, 
was confirmed, and where Jan and I re-
newed our wedding vows. 

I was born, grew up, and still live in 
our community, in the community 
that the deacon serves, so I know per-
sonally how deeply he cares for our 
community and how much he and our 
church have given back to our town. 

Growing up, Bruce didn’t know if he 
wanted to be a priest or a lawyer, so he 
took the sage advice of ‘‘when you have 
a choice between two great things, 
take them both.’’ 

In both careers, he has embodied self-
lessness, compassion, and quiet gen-
erosity. He has guided people through 
challenging times, comforted them in 
times of grief, always pursued right-
eousness, and has never wavered in his 
devotion to bettering the lives of oth-
ers. 

St. Helena is blessed to have him 
today; and today, we, in the House, are 
equally as blessed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER). The Chair will entertain up to 

15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle. 

f 

THE SO-CALLED STUDENT 
SUCCESS ACT 

(Mr. GIBSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, 
I will be voting against H.R. 589, the 
so-called Student Success Act. Al-
though there are some positive reforms 
regarding empowerment of local 
schools that my constituents support 
in the bill, major problems with the 
bill remain. 

For example, sadly, we have done 
nothing to roll back the onerous high- 
stakes testing regime that has led to a 
‘‘teaching to the test’’ culture in our 
schools, and I want my parents, teach-
ers, administrators, and students to 
know that I am listening and taking 
action. 

I offered a bipartisan amendment to 
roll back to pre-No Child Left Behind 
levels testing requirements. Essen-
tially, it would have cut Federal test-
ing requirements in half that we hope 
would have been a catalyst for States 
to cut their tests as well, but for the 
second straight year, that amendment 
has been ruled out of order, despite the 
fact that this is so important to the 
American people. 

The fight continues. As this bill 
moves to the Senate, we have allies 
there that are interested in empower-
ment and properly resourcing schools, 
and I look forward to working with 
them to get in the bill that the Amer-
ican people will support and we can 
enact. 

f 

FUNDING FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I can’t 
believe we are actually here. In just 48 
hours, the Department of Homeland 
Security will shut down. In this day 
and age, with so many threats facing 
Americans and the rest of the civilized 
world, how can our colleagues even 
contemplate allowing the Department 
of Homeland Security to shut down? 

In just the past couple of months, we 
have seen terrorist attacks in Denmark 
and Paris and, just yesterday, arrests 
in New York of individuals charged 
with supporting foreign terrorist orga-
nizations. 

The failure to fund the Department 
of Homeland Security will put Amer-
ican lives at risk—and all to try to 
prove a political point. 

Tying legislation against the Presi-
dent’s executive order on immigration 
to the essential funding that pays the 
hardworking men and women, the ex-
traordinary professionals that keep us 
safe, is reckless and irresponsible. 

Mr. Speaker, take up a clean DHS 
funding bill that will pass both Cham-

bers and be signed by the President im-
mediately, and let’s get back to the 
work many of us came here to do: 
strengthening our middle class, grow-
ing paychecks, and creating jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the House bring up H.R. 861, 
the clean Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding bill that will keep the 
Department open so it can carry out 
its mission of keeping the American 
people safe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE 23RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KHOJALY 
TRAGEDY 
(Mr. ZINKE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re-
member the 23rd anniversary of the 
Khojaly tragedy, which took place on 
February 25–26, 1992. 

On this evening, 23 years ago, it was 
the site of a cowardly massacre of 613 
unarmed Azerbaijani citizens, which 
included 106 women, 63 children, and 70 
elderly. Despite the attempts to mini-
mize this tragedy, I stand in memory 
with the Azerbaijani Caucus to remem-
ber the loss. 

The United States and Azerbaijan 
share a bipartisan and a strong rela-
tionship. As a former commander in 
the Navy SEALs, I know firsthand the 
importance of Azerbaijan’s commit-
ment. 

Aside from deploying troops and 
equipment to Afghanistan, over one- 
third of nonlethal aid that was used by 
our troops in Afghanistan flowed 
through Azerbaijan. 

President Kennedy once said that 
America would pay any price and bear 
any burden in the defense of liberty. I 
am proud that Azerbaijan and America 
share the same commitment to free-
dom and liberty. 

It is important today that we take 
this moment to join our Azerbaijani al-
lies in liberty in recognizing the 
Khojaly tragedy. 

f 

SUMGAIT POGROMS 
(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, 27 years ago, as the lines of 
the Soviet Union were fading, the peo-
ple of Nagorno-Karabakh were united 
in a call for a say in their own futures 
and greater independence from Azer-
baijan. This peaceful movement for 
self-determination and freedom was 
followed by premeditated and govern-
ment-sponsored attacks. 

Over the next 2 years, the Armenian 
population in the territory of Artsakh 
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